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MEDIA RELEASE  
RIGOROUS UNDERGROUND MINE APPROVAL PROCESS 

ENSURES SAFETY OF ROAD AND RAIL  
 
 
The rigorous approval process required for any new underground mine development in NSW ensures 
the safety of all major infrastructure in the region, the NSW Minerals Council said today. 
 
Community groups have recently expressed concern about the potential impact of longwall mining on 
major road and rail infrastructure in the Illawarra region. 
 
NSWMC General Manager, Mr David Hodgkinson, said longwall mining in NSW is already subject to 
rigorous environmental assessment under the Integrated Development Approval procedures which 
would ensure this does not occur. 
 
“In 2004 the NSW Government worked closely with the minerals industry to implement a Subsidence 
Management Planning (SMP) process.  This process established a significant step up in reporting and 
management of subsidence from underground coal mines using longwall methods,” Mr Hodgkinson 
said. 
 
The SMP process is administered by the Department of Primary Industries but involves all key planning 
and environmental departments of government so that a whole-of-government position is transparently 
delivered on longwall mining approvals. 
 
The SMP process also already requires comprehensive community consultation throughout its 
preparation and sets conditions for ongoing environmental performance monitoring and communication 
to government, the community and other interested stakeholders. 
 
“The NSWMC, member companies and key minerals industry institutions have worked with dedication 
and commitment to ensure that the minerals industry in this State is at the forefront of innovative ways 
to minimise impacts and guarantee the security of key infrastructure.  This is non-negotiable,” Mr 
Hodgkinson said. 
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