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HUNTER BENEFITS FROM STARRING ROLE IN AUSTRALIA ’S 

ENERGY FUTURE 
 

The Hunter is building on its proud mining history to become an energy Silicon Valley for Australia with 
world-leading research in both carbon and renewable technologies and export grade mining 
technologies. 
 
NSW Minerals Council Chief Executive, Dr Nikki Williams, said claims by Greens MLC Lee Rhiannon 
that the growth of coal mining in the region would “rob the Hunter of a jobs rich future” couldn’t be 
further from the truth. 
 
“The launch of the CSIRO Energy Centre in Newcastle in 2003 established the region as one of the 
world leaders in clean coal, hybrid and renewable energy technology,” Dr Williams said. 
 
“Through the Energy Centre the Hunter has become a national showcase of available and emerging 
energy technologies, from photovoltaic cells to wind turbines and clean coal.” 
 
The Hunter is also home to a growing list of high tech mining equipment and technology companies that 
are now exporting their technology to fast growing economies like China and India. 
 
Dr Williams said contrary to Ms Rhiannon’s comments, employment and economic activity in the Hunter 
mining industry was growing. 
 
“4,000 new mining jobs alone were created last year in the region.  The industry now directly employs 
more than 12,000 people in the Hunter and has created a further 50,000 jobs directly servicing the 
industry,” Dr Williams said. 
 
Dr Williams said it was time for all stakeholders to make a constructive contribution to the challenges 
posed by climate change rather than continually staging media stunts based on fabricated data which 
did nothing to further this important policy debate. 
 
“The time for symbolic grandstanding on climate change is over.  The world is aware and accepting of 
the threat of climate change and it is time to act,” Dr Williams said. 
 
“Climate change is complex and so are the solutions.  This means we need to adopt the widest range of 
possible solutions to help us move to a sustainable energy future and coal is part of the program. 
 
“The world’s current and future reliance on coal means that developing our capacity to capture and 
store the greenhouse emissions from coal fired power plants also has to be a priority.  The world needs 
to make this technology work to sustain the transition to a future of non-carbon based fuels.” 
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