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MEDIA RELEASE
GREENPEACE CoOAL CAMPAIGN FUNDAMENTALLY
FLAWED

The campaign by Greenpeace to shut down the coal industry is nothing more than a publicity stunt and
does nothing to address the serious threat of climate change, the NSW Minerals Council said today.

NSWMC Chief Executive Officer, Dr Nikki Williams, said controlling greenhouses gas emissions is
already a well recognised global challenge which has secured a long term financial and policy
commitment from government, the community, mainstream environment groups and industry, including
the coal industry, to find sustainable solutions.

“The publicity stunt by Greenpeace activists in Newcastle today is all about Greenpeace selling its
brand and nothing to do with the hard work being done to find sustainable solutions to climate change,”
Dr Williams said.

“The wider community is concerned about global warming, but it also understands that simplistic
solutions cannot solve complex problems. Shutting down coal is a nonsense — it would literally destroy
NSW'’s economy and cripple its ability to resource the technical solutions needed to solve the challenge
of finding affordable, low emissions energy.”

More than 90 per cent of NSW'’s electricity comes from coal and this supply of reliable, affordable
energy underpins the State’s economy. Coal is also the State’s largest export worth more than $5
billion this year.

“The world currently consumes 5 billion tonnes of coal each year and yet more than 1 billion people still
live without electricity. By 2030 this will have increased to 7 billion tonnes. China alone will build 500
new coal fired power stations over the next ten years. These realities cannot be dealt with by tokenism,”
Dr Williams said.

The coal industry in NSW and elsewhere in Australia already contributes 5 cents from every tonne of
coal to researching the safe, sustainable production and utilisation of coal, including greenhouse gas
mitigation. The industry also co-funds the CRC for greenhouse gas technologies with Federal and
State governments, the CSIRO and leading Australian universities to researches the logistic, technical,
financial and environmental issues of capturing and storing industrial carbon dioxide emissions.

“There are no quick fixes, unless plunging NSW into darkness is considered one of them. We must
continue to invest in the full range of possible energy solutions including renewables, demand
management and carbon capture and storage,” Dr Williams said.

“The coal industry is part of the solution, not part of the problem. We need coal to power the economy
and generate the wealth needed to invest in a sustainable future.

“I's now the time for practical solutions. Confronting the reality of increasing energy demand and
focussing on how new coal technology can help solve greenhouse problems is genuine
environmentalism”.
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