
 

            
 

 
 

RURAL LAND ACCESS AGREEMENT 
FOR MINERAL EXPLORATION 

(EDITION: [* ] 1997) 
 

It is acknowledged by the parties that this Agreement shall enable Prospecting only of the Prospecting Area by the Explorer AND that the 
Explorer must fully and promptly repair all damage to the surface of the Prospecting Area and/or compensate the Owner/Occupier in accordance 
with Part 13 of the Mining Act 1992.  This Agreement must be between the holder of the Authority and the owner and/or occupier of the 
Property. 
 

This Agreement commences this                         day of                                         20                  between the Owner/Occupier (“ the 
Owner/Occupier” ) and the Authority holder (“ the Explorer” ) described below. 
 

Owner/Occupier:         ………………………………..………………………………………………….……………………………….. 
 

Address:          ………………………………...………………………………………………………..…………………………. 
 

          …………..........…………..….       ……………..…………..……   ……………..….…………………...………. 
    Phone    Fax    Email  
    

Name and Address/Location         ...…………………………………………………………………………………………...……………………… 
 
of Property: (“ the Property” ):        ……….…………………………………………………………………...………………………………….…… 
 
Title Reference for Property:        .………………………………………………..……….  Lot No: ……………….………………………….…… 
 
Deposited Plan:       …….……………………………………………………..………………………………………………………… 
 
Local Govt Area:       …….……………………………………………...………………………………………………………………… 
 
Explorer: (Authority holder)  ……..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Explorer’s Agent:      ……..………………………………………………...……………………………………………………………… 
 
Head Office Contact:     ……………….....…..………..….          ……………….……….…………     …… ….……………..……………. 
    Phone    Fax    Email  
 

Address:       ……...………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………… 
 
       ………...……………………………………………………………………………………………..……………… 
 
Local Contact:      …………...…………………….    …….……………..……………..…   ….. …………….………………………. 
    Phone    Fax    Email  

 
Field Supervisor’s Name:     …………...……………..……...       ….……………..……….…..……      …..…… ….…….…………………….  
    Phone    Fax    Email  

 
Authority details:      Exploration Licence No:  ……………………...……………… Date Granted: ……..…………………….…….... 
 
Insurance Details:          Insurance Company:  …………………………………….………. Policy No: ……………..……………….……. 
 

Liability Limits (Clause 5.2)  …………………………………………………………………..……...…………… 
 

Duration of Agreement     �  From:  …………………….………….………….  To:  ……………………….………………….……………. 
 

�  Upon Termination of Authority or as provided in Clause 14.1 
 

�  Period of 3/6/9/12 (delete numbers not applicable) months from expiration of Cooling-Off Period 
[date of this Agreement] 
 
From:  …………………………..……………………… To:  …………….……………………………………….. 
 

Methods of Prospecting:     �  Mapping    �  Geophysical surveys 
 

�  Drilling    �  Rock/stream sediments sampling 
 

�  Other [please specify] …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Prospecting Areas:     �  All property described above 
 

�  As shown on map attached to Agreement 
   

Paths of Entry:      �  All gates   �  Main gates only   �  Other gates/tracks 
 

(mark on attached map)     (Specify here) ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
Periods of Permitted Access:     �  7am to dusk  …………………….. Other:  From: …………………………. To:  ……………………………... 
 
Days on which access NOT permitted ………………………………………………………...………………………………………………………



            
 

 
 
 
 
Methods to Minimise Risk of Introduction of Disease or Noxious Weeds: The Explorer will take reasonable steps to minimise introduction of 
weeds and disease to the Property. (See Precaution Protocol below.) 
 

 �  Protocol A  �  Protocol B  �  Protocol C  �  Other [please specify] 
  

Note: Where above space insufficient, use an annexure. 
 
 

PRECAUTION PROTOCOLS 
 

(Tick in box next to relevant Protocol that is to be observed by Explorer) 
 

PROTOCOL  A 
 

Before any entry on to the Property or the Paths of Entry, vehicles, boots and equipment to be cleaned of all superficial accumulation of dirt or 
vegetable matter to the satisfaction of the Owner/Occupier. 
[appropriate to drier grazing areas (Western Division) and all land with a western watershed] 
 

PROTOCOL  B 
 

Before each entry, all vehicles, boots and equipment to be thoroughly cleansed to ensure, where practical, that no contaminated mud, dirt or seeds 
can be carried on to the Property. 
[appropriate to higher rainfall areas in coastal and higher rainfall zones in the Great Dividing Range (including tablelands) with an easterly 
watershed] 
 

PROTOCOL  C 
 

(At the option of the Explorer where the Prospecting is conducted within immediate vicinity of a current mining operation and is restricted to 
land located within the boundaries of the mining lease on which the current mining operation is conducted.) 
 

Where repetitive entry is to be made, a depot or changeover area may be established at the point of entry to the Property and clean vehicles, 
equipment and footwear shall be left on the Property with staff changing footwear on arrival and departure to and from the point of entry to the 
Property with the commuting vehicle left externally at the point of entry to the Property. 
 

ALL PROTOCOLS INCLUDE: Removal of Garbage and Waste – Any garbage, waste or empty containers to be placed in suitable receptacles 
and removed from the Property. 
 
IT IS NOW AGREED as follows: 
 

1 INTERPRETATION 
 
1.1 In this Agreement unless the context otherwise requires: 
 (a) “ Act”  means the Mining Act 1992; 
 (b) “ Author ity”  means the Exploration Licence or other Authority 
 held by the Explorer in respect of the Prospecting Area and 
 described on Page 1, including all renewal terms; 
 (c) “ Code of Conduct”  means the Code of Conduct for 
 Landowners and Mineral Explorers endorsed by the New South 
 Wales Minerals Council Limited and the NSW Farmers’  
 Association which accompanies this Agreement; 
 (d) “ Cooling-Off Per iod”  means the period between the day on 
 which this Agreement is signed and 5.00 pm on the twenty-
 eighth day after the day on which this Agreement was signed; 
 (e) “ Head Office Contact”  means the person whose name, 
 address and telephone number are set out on page 1; 
 (f) “ Notification”  means the written or facsimile notification 
 referred to in Clauses 8.3 and 11.2, addressed to the last known 
 place of abode or business address; 
 (g) “ Paths of Entry”  means the gates, farm roads and tracks spec-
 ified on page 1; 
 (h) “ Proper ty”  means the property described on page 1; 
 (i) “ Prospecting”  means the methods of prospecting for minerals 
 permitted by the  Authority subject to any limitations imposed by 
 Clauses 2 and 4; 
 (j) “ Prospecting Area”  means that area of the Property described 
 on page 1 subject to the Authority; 
 (k) “ Protocol”  means the Precaution Protocol, if any, described 
 and selected on page 2; 
 (l) “ Supervisor”  means the person whose name, address and 
 telephone number are set out on page 1 as the “Supervisor” . 
 

Words used but not defined shall bear the meaning given to them in the 
Act. 
 
2 CONSENT TO CARRY OUT PROSPECTING 
 

 Subject to Clause 17, the Owner/Occupier grants access to the 
 Explorer by way of the Paths of Entry and consents to the carrying  

 
out of Prospecting in the Prospecting Area on the terms and condi-
tions of this Agreement and in consideration of that consent the 
Explorer agrees to observe the terms and conditions of this 
Agreement. 
 

3 ACCESS 
 

3.1 The Explorer may only conduct Prospecting on the Prospecting 
 Area and bring onto or remove from the Prospecting Area by 
 way of the Paths of Entry, such equipment, vehicles, employees 
 and contractors as may reasonably be required to conduct 
 Prospecting only during the periods specified on page 1. 
 

3.2 If the Explorer contravenes this Agreement: 
 

 (a) the Owner/Occupier may deny the Explorer access to the  
       Property; and  
 (b) in the case of Western Lands Leasehold, the Owner/Occupier 
       may suspend Prospecting, 
    until the Explorer ceases the contravention and the contravention              
    is remedied to the reasonable satisfaction of the Owner/Occupier. 
3.3 The Explorer acknowledges that the access rights conferred by 
 this  Agreement are non-exclusive in relation to normal land use 
 by the Owner/Occupier and that Prospecting on paddocks under 
 crop or being utilised for lambing/calving purposes may need to 
 be deferred until a date specified by the Owner/Occupier. 
 

4 PROSPECTING METHODS 
 

 The Explorer will only conduct those kinds of Prospecting 
 operations specified on page 1, and permitted under the 
 conditions of the Authority. 
 

5 CONDITIONS TO BE OBSERVED BY EXPLORER 
 

5.1 The Explorer will ensure that its employees, personnel, agents 
 and contractors will at all times: 
 (a) observe the provisions of the Code of Conduct as far as is  
  practicable (which form part of the terms and conditions of  
  this Agreement) including but not limited to leaving gates  
  as found,  open or shut, and not using water on the Property  
  except with the Owner/Occupier’s permission; 
 (b) ensure that Prospecting is conducted in such a manner so as 
  to: 



            
 

 
  (1) cause minimum damage to: 
          (A) the surface of the land comprised in the Property; 
          (B) crops, trees, grasses or other vegetation on the  
                Property; 
          (C) buildings and improvements on the Property; and 
  (2) cause minimum disturbance to, loss of or injury to, or  
        interfere with stock on the Property; and 
 (c) when, in the opinion of the Owner/Occupier or his agent, 
 weather conditions render the Paths of Entry temporarily 
 unsuitable for the passage of such vehicles or equipment, the 
 Explorer will ensure that no vehicles or equipment are brought 
 onto the Prospecting Area. 
 

5.2 The Explorer will effect and maintain at all times, and verify if 
 requested by the Owner/Occupier during the currency of this 
 Agreement, with a reputable insurer a public liability insurance 
 policy in respect of  its activities on the Property with the policy 
 liability limits shown on page 1. 
 

5.3  The Explorer and its contractors will indemnify and keep indem-
 nified the Owner/Occupier, his agents, servants, contractors and 
 invitees, for all loss and damage arising from its Prospecting on the 
 Property and the Explorer further acknowledges that it enters on 
 and uses the Property entirely at its own risk. 
 

5.4  In the event that a Protocol has been selected on page 2, the 
 Explorer will observe and will ensure that its employees, agents 
 and contractors observe the provisions of the Protocol. In the event 
 of a dispute arising, the required precautions will be nominated by 
 the District Veterinary Officer. 
 

5.5  The Explorer will, during such period as the Explorer utilises the 
 Paths  of Entry, maintain and keep in repair the Paths of Entry  
 having regard to their condition at the commencement of this 
 Agreement. 
 

5.6  The Explorer expressly agrees that in the absence of negligence or 
 wilful damage caused by the Owner/Occupier, the Owner/Occupier 
 will have no responsibility or liability for any loss or damage to 
 personal property of the Explorer. 
 

5.7  The Explorer will not use or permit to be used the Prospecting 
 Area or Paths of Entry for any purpose other than Prospecting and 
 access respectively, unless with the written  permission of the 
 Owner/Occupier. 
 

5.8  The Explorer will restore all damage to the Property caused by the 
 Explorer as soon as practicable and recontour excavations and 
 earthworks effected on the Prospecting Area in such a manner that 
 soil erosion will be minimised as far as practicable. 
 

6 APPOINTMENT OF SUPERVISOR 
 

6.1 The Explorer has appointed the Supervisor for the purposes of 
 monitoring the observance and performance by the Explorer of the 
 terms and conditions of this Agreement. 
 

6.2 The Explorer will ensure that the Supervisor is available at all rea-
 sonable times to liaise with the Owner/Occupier concerning the 
 provisions of this Agreement. 
 

7 COVENANT BY OWNER/OCCUPIER 
 

7.1 The Owner/Occupier agrees that for so long as the Explorer duly 
 and punctually observes and performs the terms and conditions 
 contained in this Agreement, the Owner/Occupier will not impede, 
 restrict or interfere with the carrying out of Prospecting by the   
 Explorer. 
 

8 COMPENSATION 
 

8.1 The Explorer must fully and promptly restore all damage caused 
 by the Explorer to the surface of the Property and/or compensate 
 the Owner/Occupier in accordance with Part 13 of the Act. This 
 Clause 8.1 does not operate to limit any amount payable pursuant 
 to Clause 5.3. 
 

8.2 Compensation terms, setting out payments to be made by the 
 Explorer to the Owner/Occupier, for specific types of damage or 
 surface disturbance (eg drilling), may be included on page 4 in 
 the Schedule of Compensation Payment or attached to this 
 Agreement as “Annexure to Rural Lands Access Agreement for 
 Mineral Exploration: Compensation Terms”. 

 
8.3 Compensation claimed pursuant to Clause 8.1 and/or Part 13 of 
 the Act, may be either oral or in writing, but in any event must 
 be notified to the Supervisor. The notification must specify the 
 extent of the damage claimed and the compensation attributable 
 to that damage in accordance with a reasonable valuation by the 
 Owner/Occupier of the claim with regard to current property 
 and/or market conditions. 
 

9 REPAIR 
 

9.1 If the Explorer does not carry out repairs, which are the 
 Explorer’s responsibility under this Agreement, within a period 
 of 30 days from the date of receipt of a compensation claim 
 which identifies the repairs required to be carried out, the 
 Owner/Occupier may execute the required repairs and all 
 reasonable expenses and costs of carrying out such work will be 
 payable by the Explorer to the Owner/Occupier upon demand. 
 

10 EVENTS OF DEFAULT 
 

10.1 Each of the following events or circumstances is called an Event 
 of Default in this Agreement: 
 

 (a) if the compensation payable pursuant to any provision of this 
      Agreement remains unpaid for a period of 14 days after the      
      date of notification to the Explorer; or 
 (b) if the Explorer commits any breach or default in the due and  
       punctual observance  and     performance    of    any    of   its                               
       obligations   contained  in   this   Agreement  and  where the                                   
       failure  is  capable of   remedy,  the failure   is  not remedied  
       within   30   days   after   notification   is   served   upon  the  
       Supervisor. 
 

10.2 Upon reaching an agreement as to the remedy or removal of the 
 Event of Default, the Explorer and the Owner/Occupier will 
 duly and punctually observe the terms and conditions of such 
 agreement. 
 

11 DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
 

11.1 The Explorer and the Owner/Occupier agree that if any claims 
 or disputes arise between them in the connection with this 
 Agreement they will endeavour to settle such claims or disputes 
 in good faith. 
 

11.12 In the event that the Owner/Occupier believes in good faith, at 
 any time, that any such claim or dispute cannot be settled, the 
 Owner/Occupier  may: 

(a) notify the Supervisor of the claim or dispute; 
(b) (optionally) notify Head Office Contact of the claim or 

dispute; 
(c) suspend entry (Clause 3.2). 

 

11.13 In the event that the Explorer or the Owner/Occupier believes 
 in good faith, at any time, that any such claim or dispute cannot 
 be settled, either party may refer the matter to the Mining 
 Warden for resolution. 
 

12  VARIATIONS 
 

 No modification, variation or amendment of this Agreement 
 shall be of any effect unless made in writing and signed by the 
 Explorer and the Owner/Occupier. 
 

13 CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

 Notice will promptly be given in writing by a party of any 
 change in its address to the other party. 
 

14  TERM 
 

14.1 Unless there is a written agreement to the contrary between the 
 Explorer and Owner/Occupier, this Agreement will 
 terminate: 
 (a)  if the Owner/Occupier ceases to be the owner or occupier  
  of the whole Property; or 
 (b) on the death of the Owner/Occupier; or 
 (c)   if the Authority ceases to remain in force; or 
 (d) if the Explorer assigns its interest in the Authority; or 
 (e) as specified in the Duration of Agreement on page 1; or 
 (f) if the Explorer receives notice pursuant to Clause 18,  
 
 whichever shall be the first to occur. 
 



            
 

 
 
 
14.2 This Agreement will terminate with respect to any part of the 
 Property if the Owner/Occupier ceases to be the owner or occupier 
 of that part of the Property but this Agreement remains in force for 
 the remainder of the Property. 
 

14.3 Termination of this Agreement does not affect rights and liabilities 
 accrued as at the time of termination. 
 

15  EXCLUSION 
 

 Nothing in this Agreement will remove or obviate the need for the 
 Explorer to consult with the Owner/Occupier in relation to those 
 matters specified in the Act for which special approval is required, 
 for example, consent to major earth disturbing excavations com-
 prising the construction of costeans or the use of explosives. If the 
 Owner/Occupier has concerns regarding the special approval con-
 ditions, he may consult the Department of Conservation and Land 
 Management or the Regional Inspector of the Department of 
 Mineral Resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
16 COSTS 
 

 The Explorer will reimburse the Owner/Occupier for his legal 
 costs in obtaining legal advice in relation to this Agreement (up 
 to a maximum of $250) and will pay all stamp duty. 
 

17 EXPLORER’S AGENT 
 

 If this Agreement is signed by the Explorer’s Agent specified on 
 page 1, the Explorer’s Agent warrants that it is authorised  to 
 sign this Agreement on behalf of the Explorer and that the 
 Explorer’s Agent is also bound by this Agreement as if it is the 
 Explorer. 
 

18 COOLING-OFF PERIOD 
 

 The Owner/Occupier is entitled to rescind this Agreement at any 
 time before 5.00 pm on the twenty-eighth day after the day on 
 which the Agreement was signed. Unless the Owner/Occupier 
 consents, the Explorer must not carry out Prospecting on the 
 Property until the conclusion of the Cooling-Off Period. 

SCHEDULE OF COMPENSATION PAYMENT 
 

TYPE OF SURFACE DISTURBANCE  PAYMENT**  
 
Per Diamond Core Drill Hole 1   $ ……………. 
 

Per Reverse Circulation Drill Hole   $ ……………. 
 

Per Rotary Air Blast Drill Hole (RAB)   $ ……………. 
 

Per Rotary Auger Drill Hole    $ ……………. 
 

Costeaning *     $ ……………. 
 

Backhoe Trenching *     $ ……………. 
 

Ditch-Witch Channelling *    $ ……………. 
 

*  (to be filled in and regressed)    
 

Other  ……………………………………………… $ ……………. 
 

…………………………………………………….. $ ……………. 
 

…………………………………………………….. $ ……………. 
** not liable for GST 

Refer to the Code of Conduct (which accompanies this Agreement) for other matters that may be included in the Schedule for losses caused 
or likely to be caused, and other matters relating to the Explorer and Owner/Occupier relations. 
 
The Explorer  and Owner/Occupier  should ensure that their  respective copies of this agreement are identical in every respect. Each 
box on pages 1 and 2 and each column in the above Schedule of Compensation Payment is to be filled in or  clear ly marked as not 
being applicable. 
 
The Explorer  and Owner/Occupier  are encouraged to seek separate and independent legal advice in relation to this pr inted form 
contract or  any changes, amendments or  annexures to it pr ior  to signing it as, subject to Clause 18, legal obligations are  created 
upon signing it. 
 
All Owners/Occupiers or  their  agents and all Author ity holders (Explorers) or  their  agents should sign this Agreement. 
 

IN WITNESS HERETO the Parties have signed this Agreement, on the day and year specified on page 1. 
 

SIGNED by [or on behalf of] the OWNER/OCCUPIER  ) SIGNED on behalf of the EXPLORER by its duly authorised  ) 
in the presence of :     ) officer or by the EXPLORER’S AGENT in the presence of:   ) 
 
 
………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………….. 
Name:       Name: 
 
………………………………………………………………… …………………………………………………………………….. 
Witness:       Witness: 
 

THIS AGREEMENT (NOT INCLUDING ANY SPECIAL CONDITIONS OR ANNEXURES) HAS BEEN 
PREPARED AND ENDORSED BY THE NEW SOUTH WALES MINERALS COUNCIL L IMITED (ABN 42 002 500 316)  

AND THE NSW FARMERS’  ASSOCIATION (ABN 31 000 004 651). 
 

[* ] 1997 


