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Burcher Gets ‘Blitzed’ on World Environment Day

Burcher Public School will receive a ‘Schoolyard Blitz’ on Monday 5 June thanks to Barrick (Cowal)
Australia and the New South Wales Minerals Council (NSWMC). The project will see the creation of an
outdoor learning centre (with a shade sail for protection from the sun) and the planting of a number of
native gardens.

Having already received one of ten $500 EnviroSmart Grants to be distributed in the local area this year,
Burcher Public School was excited to learn that Barrick (Cowal) Australia has pledged an additional
$2,500 toward the project.

The response to the announcement from the local community has been overwhelming. The NSW
Department of Education has contributed $5000, the P&C another $2000 and the Burcher Progress
Society $1,000 to help the school’s vision to become a reality.

In addition to the extra funds being provided by The Lake Cowal Gold Project, a team from the company
will join students, parents, NSWMC and members of the local community to complete the “makeover”.

The NSWMC Schoolyard Blitz is an extension of its EnviroSmart Grants program, which is run in mining
regions across the State, providing funds for schools to undertake environmental improvement projects.
Under the EnviroSmart Grants program, eligible primary and secondary schools are invited to submit a
proposal to NSWMC, outlining an environmental improvement project in their school or local community.
The proposal is based on the same model used by mine sites around the State.

NSWMC Chief Executive, Dr Nikki Williams, said the Schoolyard Blitz program was a vital boost to help
complete the work outlined by the school in its EnviroSmart Grants submission.

“It is an innovative way to teach students about the benefits of planning and caring for the native
environment.

“Barrick (Cowal) Australia’s commitment to the program has triggered an amazing project in which the
whole community has become involved. It is a fantastic contribution, not just through the additional
funding but with the assistance that Barrick will provide in delivering the students’ vision for Burcher
Public School.”

“The additional $2,500 for Burcher is in recognition of their outstanding proposal. We congratulate the
school’s students and teachers for their demonstrated commitment to environmental sustainability.”

To date, four schools in NSW have been sponsored by their local mine to run a Schoolyard Blitz. The
EnviroSmart Grants and Schoolyard Blitz program follows on from the successful School Environmental
Management Plan (SEMP) Awards handed out to schools by the NSWMC since 2001.

The program recognises and supports environmental planning initiatives based on the EnviroSmart
school environment planning kit developed by the Minerals Council of Australia.
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